
1850...in the centre of Barcelona. A man is turning the handle of a big iron device: it is a roasting machine. Jaume Garriga, the owner of the 
shop fills in the bags with freshly roasted coffee and puts them carefully inside eggs packs given by his neighbors. This is his life.
Teresa Garriga, his wife, looks at him in silence. Jaume is not the same man she met years ago. After Jaume’s father’s death everything changed. 
Hard times for everybody. Instead of going to America looking for fortune as most of their friends did, they tried to start a new life in Barcelona.
Jaume started roasting coffee as he had been taught. He kept with the traditional way of doing so. Jaume thought his job was like the job of 
an artist. 
He couldn’t imagine that his roasting business would become one of the best in the city due to his devotion and effort. Everything seemed perfect, 
a good business, a loving wife and three wonderful daughters… .
Barcelona was growing. 
Jaume died.
Carmen, his elder daughter continued with the business.
After the Universal Trade Fair in 1888, Barcelona seemed to boil.
Carmen changed the old shop his father had built into a more modern concept. The light 
filtered through the decorated glasses, the mirrors reflected the flower friezes and the 
smell of cocoa, sugar, liquors, chocolate and sweets invaded everything…
But Barcelona was hit by the yellow fever. Carmen’s husband and daughter died and 
clients didn’t cross the door fearing infection.
The roasting business was about to die too.
But Carmen didn’t give up. She and her son Josep Maria gave new life to the shop.
And the civil war broke out… .The shop was closed from 1936 to 1939. But neither 
hunger nor devastation could stop Carmen’s hope. Just after the war ended Carmen and 
his grandson Manel started the business again.



In 1985, José Mangas and Antonio Veloso bought Cafés Garriga roasting 

business to supply different restaurants and cafeterias in Barcelona. 

But they thought: “if we have the right product and the right distribution 

channels, why not start setting up a chain of coffee shops? And they 

did so. After years of preparation JAMAICA COFFEE SHOP opened its 

first establishment in Barcelona in 1993 and is nowadays, the leader 

in Spain in the coffee shops’ sector.

The smell of coffee from Brazil, Africa, Cuba, Asia, Colombia…filled the whole city. The same smell of Cafés Garriga you can find in a JAMAICA 
COFFEE SHOP.


